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TAGS: MOPS, PBOR, ET, SO 

SUBJECT: KENYAN DEFENSE ATTACHE ON MILITARY SITUATION 

SUMMARY: KENYAN MILITARY ATTACHE, COL R. MUSONYE, ADVISES 
THAT HARRARGHE REGION OF OGADEN NOW COMPLETELY IN SOMALI 
HANDS WITH EXCEPTION OF DIRE DAWA-HARRAR JIJIGA BELT. AT 
SAME TIME MILITARY SITUATION HAS STABILIZED, EXCEPT IN 
BALE AND SID AMO REGIONS FURTHER TO SOUTH AND WEST. ETHIO- 
PIAN SIDE REPORTEDLY REGROUPING AND CONSIDERING OFFENSIVE 
INITIATIVES OF ITS OWN. ALTHOUGH KENYA AWARE THAT SOMALI 
REGULARS EMPLOYED IN FIGHTING, ETHIOPIA HAS NOT YET SOUGHT 
TO INVOKE BILATERAL DEFENSE TREATY TO OBTAIN KENYAN ASSIA- 
TANCE. MUSONYE BELIEVES ACTION AROUND ASSAB WILL CHARAC- 
TERIZE NEXT AND CRUCIAL PHASE OF ERITREAN CAMPAIGN. 

END SUMMARY. 
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1 . POLCOUNS HAS REVIEWED ETHIOPIAN MILITARY STIUATION 
WITH KENYAN MILITARY ATTACHE COL MUSONYE. MUSONYE 
SAID HE WAS UNDER NO ILLUSION THAT ONLY LIBERATION 
FORCE GUERRILLAS WERE ENGAGED IN OGADEN. HE SAID THAT 
SOMALI SUCCESS IN OCCUPYING EIGHTY PER CENT OF OGADEN 
SIMPLY COULD NOT HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED WITHOUT ASSISTANCE 
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OF SOMALI ARMY ELEMENTS, INCLUDING TANKS, APC'S, AND 
AIRCRAFT. KENYA HAD ALL THE PROOF IT NEEDED FROM AC- 
TIONS LAST WEEK IN DOLO NEAR KENYAN BORDER, WHERE 
SOMALI AIR FORCE HAD BEEN HEAVILY ENGAGED IN STRAFING 
THREE ETHIOPIAN BATTALIONS DEFENDING TOWN. ETHIOPIAN 
UNITS HAD SINCE ABANDONED DOLO AND WERE WITHDRAWING 
NORTHWEST. 

2. MUSONYE SAID THERE HAD BEEN LITTLE IN WAY OF BILATERAL 
DEFENSE CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN KENYA AND ETHIOPIA SINCE 
HOSTILITIES HAD ESCALATED AND NO HINT FROM EPMG OF 
DESIRE TO INVOKE PROVISIONS OF TREATY IN CONNECTION 
WITH AGGRESSION BY SOMALIA. 

3. MUSONYE AGREED WITH EMBASSY ASSESSMENT THAT ENTIRE 
HARRARGHE REGION SOUTH, EAST AND NORTH OF RELATIVELY 
NARROW BELT OF LAND CONNECTING DIRE DAWA, HARAR AND 
JIJIGA WAS IN SOMALI HANDS. HE SPOKE OF HEAVY CASUAL- 
TIES ON BOTH SIDES IN HOTLY CONTESTED BATTLES FOR 

MAIOR TOWNS OF GODE, KABRIDAHARE, WARDER AND DEGEHABUR, 
ALL OF WHICH ULTIMATELY HAD FALLEN TO SOMALIS. IN CASE 
OF MOST SMALLER OUTPOSTS AND BORDER TOWNS, EASTERN MILI- 
TARY COMMAND HAD ORDERED GARRISONS TO WITHDRAW NORTH- 
WARD AFTER INITIAL SKIRMISHES, RATHER THAN BE SACRI- 
FICED NEEDLESSLY. AT SAME TIME, MUSONYE HAD LEARNED 
FROM ETHIOPIAN CHIEF OF STAFF THAT SITUATION IN NORTH- 
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ERN OGADEN WAS NOT RELATIVELY STABLE, ALTHOUGH SOMALIS 
WERE EXERTING PRESSURE AGAINST JIJIGA. CHIEF OF STAFF 
ALSO INDICATED THAT ETHIOPIAN FORCES REGROUPING IN 
DIRE DAWA-HARAR AREA, THAT SOME 40,000 MILITIA HAD SO 
FAR BEEN SENT TO OGADEN, TOGETHER WITH ADDITIONAL WEA- 
PONS AND EQUIPMENT FROM OTHER PARTS OF COUNTRY, AND 
THAT ETHIOPIAN ARMY RECOGNIZED IMPERATIVENESS OF RE- 
GAINING INITIATIVE IN FIGHTING AS SOON AS IT APPEARED 
THAT OFFENSIVE MOVES HAD REASONABLE PROSPECT OF SUCCESS. 

4. MUSONYE CLAIMED THAT, CONTRARY TO EARLIER REPORTS 
THAT SOVIET T-54 TANKS HAD ARRIVED IN ETHIOPIA IN LATE 
MAY OR EARLY JUNE, IN ACTUALITY SHIPMENT HAD INVOLVED 
62 ADDITIONAL T-34 TANKS, WHOSE MODIFIED GUN TURRETS 
HAD CAUSED CONFUSION IN IDENTIFICATION. HE CLAIMED 
THAT PAUCITY OF REPORTS ON AIR WAR DURING PAST TWO 
WEEKS WAS DIRECT RESULT OF ETHIOPIAN AIR FORCE SUCCESS 
DURING EARLY FIGHTING, CAUSING SOMALIS TO BE EXTREMELY 
CHARY IN ENGAGING ITS AIRCRAFT, EXCEPT IN PLACES LIKE 
DOLO (ABOVE), WHERE LOSS OF GODE AIRSTRIP PRECLUDED 
TIMELY ETHIOPIAN REACTION. 
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5. TURNING TO ERITREA, MUSONYE SAID HE NOTED GROWING 
ETHIOPIAN CONCERN OVER SECURING ITS ECONOMIC LIFELINE 
FROM ASSAB TO ADDIS. MUSONYE WAS INCLINED TO BELIEVE 
REPORTS HE HAD HEARD THAT 1500-MAN ERITREAN FORCE WAS 
EN-ROUTE FROM NORTH TO INVEST CITY OF ASSAB. IN ANTI- 
CIPATION OF THIS, AND WITH VIEW TO PREVENTING ASSAB 
ROAD FROM BEING INTERDICTED, EPMG WAS REINFORCING 
ASSAB WITH ARMORED AND AIRBORNE-TRAINED UNITS. 

6. COMMENT: WHILE EMBASSY CANNOT VOUCH FOR COMPLETE 
ACCURACY OF MUSONYE'S INFORMATION, HE IS AMONG MORE 
CAREFUL OF RESIDENT DEFENSE ATTACHES, AND HE PROBABLY 
ENJOYS SLIGHTLY BETTER ACCESS TO ETHIOPIAN MILITARY 
SOURCES BY VIRTUE OF BILATERAL TREATY RELATIONSHIP. 
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SINCE HIS INFORMATION ALSO TALLIES GENERALLY WITH RE- 
PORTS WE HAVE PICKED UP FROM OTHER SOURCES, WE BELIEVE 
IT REPRESENTS FAIR ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT SITUATION. 
TIENKEN 
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